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is two thousand and four hundred feet
above sea level. There is a hill-railway
which runs up almost to the top where stand
the Governor's summer palace, some
Government offices and a few European hotels
with a children's park in the centre, From
this place the city looks very small and the
sea appears no bigger than a canal.
In the outskirt of the city lies a snake
temple containing some images of the
Chinese Gods and a few hundreds of small
and big live snakes which come out of the
temple on certain days of the year and move
hither and thither. Most of these snakes are
seen hanging round the pictures, ceiling and
the flower-tubs. These snakes are very tame
and do not bite any one, They are worshipped
by the Chinese priests twice a day
The population of the city is estimated
at two hundred thousands comprising mostly of
the Chinese and the Indians. The Indians number
about fifty-one thousands, a vast majority of
whom hail from Madras and are engaged as
labourers, business-men and money-lenders.
They have their own temples and schools in
the city.
Penang   is   a   fine,  city.   It   contains   two